
 

 
Spring (2010 Conference) Is Just Around The Corner! 

 
The 2010 Spring Conference will be held April 16 and 17 in the 

basement meeting rooms of the Peter Kiewit Lodge at Mahoney State 
Park.  Take Exit 426 (Nebraska Hwy 66) off I-80 between Omaha and 
Lincoln.  The Friday evening reception, featuring member readings, will 
start at 5PM; order will be determined by draw.  Refreshments and 
finger foods will be provided. 

The Saturday speakers include Joan Upton Hall, Jill Hart, Greg 
Kosmicki, and Kim Louise.  Members are also encouraged to bring 
their books for sale. 

You can register via the enclosed flier, or online at the Guild 
website under the “Events” heading.  Registration costs $55 for an 
NWG member; $25 for a Student, and $65 for a non-member or any 
Registration after April 15. 

 

LB 1073: Tax Incentives for the Film Industry 
in Nebraska 

 
On February 3, the Nebraska Legislative Revenue Committee held a public 

hearing of LB 1073, a measure to incentivize the film industry in Nebraska.  
Nebraska is one of eight states without a film tax incentive, and it’s cost the 

state numerous exposure and employment opportunities.  
The bill, introduced by Senator Heath Mello, stands a better chance than its 

predecessors because of its stress on fiscal responsibility (being cost-neutral or 
possibly revenue generating) and oversight to prevent the unfair exploitation 
seen in Iowa. 

The short-term or immediate benefits include:   

• Revenue from production companies using local housing, labor, food, 
and supplies.  

• Local film craftsman and technicians being prepared by Nebraska 
vocational and academic institutions, so production companies can 
hire Nebraskans instead of out-of-staters.  

• An influx of commitments creating a need for production facilities and 
an increase in production companies that use Nebraska sites and 
citizens. 

People in the film industry—and not just native Nebraskans— want to work 
here.  Increasing the number of projects filmed in our state will create more 
opportunities for Nebraska writers! 

One Play Leads to More 
In December 2009, member and Treasurer of the Nebraska Writers Guild Rhonda 

M. Hall had an original Christmas play, "The Dissident Solder," produced at West Hills 
Church in Omaha.  This was her second year to provide requested material for the all-
children's holiday program following the success of "A Life Uncommon" in 2008.  

"The Dissident Soldier" provided succinct roles for older children, and slotted in 
time-honored Christmas carols of the choir director's choice performed by the younger 
children.  Adult musicians also participated.  The performance played to a full house at 
the church.       

Hall became interested in writing Christian-based plays when she and fellow 
church members active in the theater noticed lack of material available that met their 
seasonal needs. She plans to send her plays to publishing houses looking for 
Christmas/Christian plays. She has also written mainstream novels, several 
screenplays, and newspaper articles. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

NWG Member George Lauby Featured in 
University Textbook 

 

An article on prescription drug abuse co-written by NWG member George 
Lauby is now part of a California State University textbook, Drugs, Society, and 
Behavior (McGraw-Hill). 

 And a high school junior wrote a significant part of it. 
The North Platte Bulletin newspaper article is the third in a compilation of 

51 current articles from "some of the most respected magazines, newspapers 
and journals published today," according to the publishers.  Articles from the 
New York Times and a host of academic journals are included. 

The entire Bulletin staff teamed up in April 2009 to work on the article, 
including Kamie Wheelock, then a sophomore at North Platte High School. 
Wheelock also writes for the high school newspaper, The Bulldogger. She 
located two drug users at the high school and got them to open up to her in 
interviews.   

Prescription drug abuse is a bigger problem than drinking among 
students, North Platte High Principal Jim Whitney said. The article also covers 
on the work of a North Platte leadership group to set up a community-wide 
prescription drug collection and awareness day featuring former Husker 
football star Jason Peter.  

Wheelock, who has been a writer since she was a child, said she found it 
a fascinating topic. She is considering a career in writing and research. 

The Bulletin is a weekly, independently owned newspaper that was 
launched seven years ago. They have received Nebraska Press Association 
awards and their articles have been reprinted from time to time by regional 
newspapers and magazines. But this is their first contribution to a university 
text. 

"It is quite an honor to be part of it," Lauby said. "It's a good example of 
the power of the pen. Kamie did a great job of interviewing credible sources, 
which drove the issue home. Also, my partner at the Bulletin, founder Frank L. 
Graham, contributed valuable perspective. It was a team effort and we all feel 
great about it." 

  

   Kamie Wheelock George Lauby 

Don’t Forget! 
2010 Dues  

Must be paid by March 1! 
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Notes From Your Staff 
 

 
From the President (Sally):  Safe to say the business 

matters of the revitalized NWG are falling into place overall, 
though we still must budget conservatively and go after new 
corporate donations.  Officers and committee chairs have each 
been asked to submit in May a “handbook” of monthly tasks 
and resource info for successors. This should solve the 
problem of “new position terror” volunteers seem to anticipate.  
Thank you, Christi Mead Nielsen, for starting up the NWG 
Critique lists.  Our Yahoo list serve has 140.   Eighteen 
members are participating in the 2010 Challengers list , each 
working at 500-words a day or 98,000 words by July 16 “Write 
Across Nebraska”  weekend.       

       
From the Secretary (Connie):  My records show 177 

members with five of those new since November.  Only 47 
members have paid dues to date.  Also noted two new Life 
Members, Ruth Frohman in North Platte and Hannie Wolf in 
Albion.  CONGRATS and look for your certificate in the mail!  
Each Life Member will be called in February with a “You are 
being thought about” annual message from the Guild. I will 
note their status for documentation in the summer’s 
BULLETIN. 

      
From the Treasurer (Rhonda):  Sally and I presented the 

2010 Budget that was then adjusted with Board suggestions 
with the most accurate to-date information we have from 
operating expense-income data.  Including the conference 
fliers in the BROADSIDE saves over $500 per year. The 2009 
books are ready for the CPA.  Her compilation report will be in 
the May newsletter.  Four of the officers will be contacting 
potential corporate sponsors seeking financial help with our 
expanded programming.  Those corporations are State Farm, 
Qwest, Mutual of Omaha, and the Knights of Aksarben.  If 
anyone has others they think might be potential donors, please 
contact me.        

 
From the Vice President/Programming (Charlie):  After 

considering suggestions from Cyndy Salzmann, the Board 
changed the speaker roster for the Mahoney Spring 
Conference to presentations on Sci-Fi, Inspirational and Poetry 
markets.  With Grand Island repeating their WAN event for 
central Nebraska, the Schuyler Benedictine Center will host the 
eastern WAN and Jo Nickel is working with both Valentine and 
Norfolk.  I will be advertising our July retreat weekend through 
the Nebraska Library Association and the state’s teachers.  
Thank Jannice Roy for taking on the Fall Conference, Oct 1-2 
in Grand Island.  Jean Lukesh and Kathy Pieper have stepped 
forward to help her.             

 
From the Historian (Judy):  I anticipate collecting 

historical materials at the Spring Conference.  Photos will 
cover a display table there.  We need member help to identify 
the people in them.  Any photos not tagged will be posted on 
the website photo album by date and number for further 
identification.  It doesn’t help to have photos if researchers do 
not have identifies of who they are looking at.  So far, I have 
one application for a member book to be considered for the 
Heritage Room’s Nebraska author collection.        

 
 
From Publications Chair (Greg):  I’ll be working to keep 

the BROADSIDE at eight pages to hold down postage costs.   
I’m an old hand at newsletters and familiar with editing.  Please 
send articles of interest about yourself or any events without 
feeling the need to ‘polish it until you can see yourself in it’, but 
I’ll ask your forgiveness if I edit for length and continuity of 
“voice.”  I want to have six to seven “Member Spotlights” in 
each issue.  If you want to be included, send me your mini-bio 
of 75 words to mokuhina@gmail.com.  Also consider 
contributing to the May “Peer Pointers” topic: “How have you 
identified new markets for submitting your work?”              

 
From the Publicity Chair (Cyndy):  I start my position at a 

dead run but with many people already hard at work, including 
Webmaster Lyle Walker and State Fair Chair Charlene Nealy.  
Mary Jo Ryan of the Nebraska Center for the Book asked Sally 
to write a short article on “Importance of Writers Networking.”  
Several NWG members are involved in support of LB 1073 
“Building Nebraska’s Creative Economy Act,” the 
comprehensive film tax incentive bill.  I will be developing our 
use of public access TV and radio, as well as creating an NWG 
Facebook page and a Blog for members.  Watch for further 
details on-line and in the May BROADSIDE.                   

 
From the Webmaster (Lyle):  I will be posting the Spring 

Conference information shortly, as well as updating the 
Member Roster and the Speakers Bureau page.   Sally 
reminded me that people who do not have their dues paid by 
March 2 will have to be taken off the on-line roster.  If you are 
only procrastinating, save me the headache of deleting then 
adding you back.  I do not have nearly as many “Published in 
2009” as I had for “Published in 2008.”  Is that another 
procrastination problem?  This is free advertising of your 
accomplishments.  I know you know that, but just thought I 
would actually say it.      

  
From State Fair Chair (Charlene):   Yes, there are Lincoln 

people fighting the State Fair move to Grand Island, but  it truly 
does not look to change anything. The 2010 State Fair will be 
in Grand Island.  The Board voted to pay the increased booth 
cost of $400 (up from $375) plus the mandatory $60 for liability 
insurance.  As soon as I have the information about our booth, 
I will get that to our webmaster to revise the website.   Again I 
want to profoundly thank Historian Judy Rosenkotter for 
volunteering to store the NWG display materials.   

 
From the Membership Chair (Scott):  Want a discount to 

the Mahoney Spring Conference?  Get your dues in by March 
1.  If you do not renew by May 1, you will not get the May 
BROADSIDE or the annual BULLETIN.  Your dues pay for 
printing & postage.  Only five new members have joined since 
November, but we have some former members who are 
rejoining.  The Board set the goal of 30 new members in 2010.  
Have YOU recruited anybody?  I will be sending out 
nudge/delinquent letters.  I will also be following up on writing 
groups in Scottsbluff and Beatrice.  Thanks to Jo Nickel for the 
Norfolk group follow-up.      
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2010 Projected Budget for the Nebraska Writers Guild 
 

 
Projected Income:                                  

 
Dues                                                             $  5,250   
Spring Conf. Fees  (50@$55; 4@$25; 10@$65)   $  2,800   
Fall Conf. Fees  (40@$55; 2@$25; 4@$65)          $  1,800   
Café Press Merchandise                              $    100   
On-Line Classes (4x8=32@$10)                     $    320   
Donations/Grants                                         $    500 
Contests                                                           ---  
                                           _______ 
 Total                                                           $ 10,770     

 
 
  

Projected Expenses:                                 
 

Advertising (Brochures)                                $    175   
Internet (Webmaster)                                    $    150  
Publications (Print + Postage)  BULLETIN:    $  1,200    
                                                 BROADSIDE:        $     900   
New Member Packets (30@$8.25)                 $     250  
Renewal Packet (176@$0.49)                            $       90  
Spring Conference                                       $  4,125   
Fall Conference                                            $  2,500   
Fair allocation (State, Lit Fests)                    $    650  
Memberships (Book, Read, Heritage)           $      75    
Taxes/Fees                                                    $      30  
Prof. fees (CPA)                                            $     200  
Supplies (Secretary)                                       $    175  
Miscellaneous                                                 $    200 
              _ ______  
Total                                                            $ 10,720 

  

2010 NWG Board Goals:
 

 
1. Growth 

 30+ new members again 
 Keep Scott informed of results of recruitment letters 
 Keep encouraging former members & renewals 
 Provide Board & committee chairs with Excel to ease 

contacts 

 
 2. Member Sharing 

 Online Critique Group start-up 
 Encourage more loop discussions & information 

exchange 
 Expand July "Write Across Nebraska" to at least 3 new 

sites 
 Each Officer create an "Orientation Booklet" for 

successor  

 
 3. Professionalism/Member Promotion 

 Member spotlights per member longevity, location, 
discipline 

 Peer Pointers variety of professional topics 
 On line Class promotion of four in 2010 

 
 4. Publications & Website 

 Recruit new Publications Team Chair/Editor 
 Leave BROADSIDE at 8 pages (to keep postage 

minimum) 
 Continue timely website updates, otherwise as is  

  
 

5. Financial  

 Split CD for consistent return and ease of group use as 
needed 

 Break even on conferences, though keep 
professionalism priority 

 Research donation possibilities 
 Implement new Dues with responsible, 

conservative budget 
 Stress require receipts & accompanying paperwork for 

Treasurer 
 Adjust budget per January CPA audit 

 
6. Publicity 

 Check out better use of NPR & regional notices 
 Check out Cable station availability 
 Tap into film opportunities & NWG presence 
 Nudge members to do more school speaking 
 Assist 2010 Fall Conference Chair & plan 2011 Spring 

Conference  

 
7.  State Fair 

 Judy will be there to help Charlene & store NWG 
materials 

 Monitor this year before final decision on GI participation 

 
8. Historian 

 All members help with ID of photos for Historian records.  
 Orient Judy to NSHS & Heritage Room in August 
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Professional Pointers 
From Our Peers 

 

 
“Why join a National writing organization?” 

 
I belong to two national writer's organizations along with two local 

organizations. Beyond the regular reasons for belonging to a support 
group, the IRS views belonging to professional organizations as a 
confirmation that I am acting as a serious writer and furthering my skills 
to support my business.  Attending conferences and training put on by 
the organization is further proof; I've been told so by authors who have 
been audited. 

In a year like last year, in which I did not produce a new, 
completed manuscript, belonging to my professional organizations 
becomes doubly important to show that I did not abandon the business 
during that year. 

Belonging to groups such as NWG is a business decision, as well 
as a personally rewarding experience. Writers need both.            

Connie Crow, Bellevue 
 

I find, as the years roll by, a need for the presence of other 
professionals, both for the camaraderie and information. I have made 
wonderful new friends who share my passion for the written word.   

Sharing updates of writing as well as new market and guideline 
tips are invaluable since we must do our work in solitude much of the 
time.  Plus, I enjoy reading other works and attending conferences, like 
NWG's in fall and spring, and Write Across Nebraska. You can tell it is 
a labor of love: I always come away with renewed motivation and 
enthusiasm. 

    Kathleen Pieper, Grand Island  
 
For most of my writing career I have belonged to several national 

writing organizations.  I joined Western Writers a year after NWG.  A 
couple years later I joined Romance Writers.  Just a few years ago I 
became eligible for Active membership in SCBWI (for juvenile market).  

I learned the value of networking from each of these.  You become 
an acquaintance and sometimes friend of some very well-known 
people in the publishing industry.  You can ask their opinions and 
expect forthright, honest answers.  From WWA in particular I learned 
the value of in-depth research for authenticity.  From RWA I learned 
the value of keeping well-informed on ever-changing market 
expectations, as well as the vital need for perpetual continuing 
education.  From SCBWI I have learned how to truly research specific, 
narrow-interest markets.   

My opinion is that a serious writer absolutely must participate in a 
national organization to keep current and be considered professional.  
My next membership goal:  Writers Guild of America with my 
screenplays.  You must join this UNION within 30 days of selling to a 
recognized film or TV production company.  I WANT that membership 
card. 

   Sally J. Walker, Ralston 

 

 

 
 

Spotlight On Members 
 
 

 
Merri Johnson, Auburn 
(Guild Member Since 2009) 

Merri became a Nebraskan in 1987, but maintains great fondness 
for her native Iowa. 

Having no talent for the visual arts, Merri began sporadic attempts 
to express her creative impulses through writing decades ago. 
However, it is only in the past few years that she has gotten the nerve 
to go beyond a little poetry, Christmas programs, and her locally 
published monthly domestic commentary. So, she has begun a novel.  
She admits that her main motivation is just to find out if she can do it. 
Wish her luck!  
 
Kathleen 'Kathy' Pieper, Grand Island  
(Rejoined the Guild in 2009) 

Kathy started her writing career at age eight: her first 'book' was 
printed in pencil and stapled. A Grand Island native, her first 
professional book publication was Hidden Heritage, a young adult 
romance published in 1977 by Avalon Publishers. She followed this 
with To Know Love, A Kiss for Samantha, and Summer Kisses. She 
also published several young mother and news articles.  

After raising her family in Iowa, she and her husband moved back 
to Nebraska and retired, and she is now writing full time. She has 
finished four romantic suspense stories and has her eye on writing 
children's books. She was a member of Romance Writers of America, 
Kiss of Death, and Prairieland Romance Writers. She first joined NWG 
in the 1990's and rejoined in 2009. She participates in critique groups 
and enjoys being with family, reading and crafting. Her writing tip is to 
always have her music playing while writing. 

 
 

Charlotte "Charlie" Volnek, Seward 
(Guild Member Since 2006) 

Charlie Volnek has lived most of her life in Nebraska and can think 
of no better place to raise her three children.  She enjoys 
writing, focusing her stories on middle grade and ‘tween’ readers.   

Having a son that ‘hated’ to read has spurred her to create stories 
to encourage, entertain, and inspire young readers.  She’s dabbled in 
writing for years, including a story in Chicken Soup for the Christian 
Family, but began writing with increased passion and purpose in 
2006, completing three novels she is now touting to various 
publishers with heart-warming interest.   

She is happy to be a member of the Nebraska Writers Guild and 
highly recommends it to writers of all ages and genres 

 
 

LaRayne Topp, Wisner 
(Guild Member Since 2008) 

A born and bred Nebraskan, LaRayne enjoys freelance writing 
from her home. She graduated from Wayne State College as a non-
traditional student (in the same class as her son) with a Bachelor of 
Arts in English/Writing and a Minor in Journalism.  

She began writing at a weekly newspaper, and from there went on 
to have work published in regional and national magazines. She 
worked for too many years as a grant writer, and is now dabbling in 
public radio. (Her motto: Write it tight!)   

She became a pastor’s wife a few years ago. She and her 
husband, Dale, make their home in Wisner. 

 
  



Nebraska Writers Guild Broadside  Page 7 

 

 

 
  

Delivering Oral Interpretation of Your Work 
  
Writers are frequently asked to read their work aloud.  Some 

are enthusiastic, others uncomfortable to the point of pain.  Here's 
some basic information to enhance your experience (and that of your 
audience): 

• Know your time limits and practice reading for that 
period, including any minimal preface comments. 

• Think about your audience expectations and select 
appropriate material. 

• Practice the reading at home so many times you 
can visualize the words.  This will allow you to 
periodically look up to connect with your audience. 
Bathrooms with mirrors work well. 

• Highlight or underline the phrases or words you 
want to emphasize so you are not delivering in 
monotone. 

• Work to be dramatic, but not over-the-top 
melodramatic.  You are a reader, not an actor. 

• Do not rush; your listeners will feel stunned or lost. 
Conversely, don’t over-enunciate slowly as if they 
are too ignorant to understand. 

• Deliver as if you are comfortably telling your piece 
to a friend. Your own fascination and experience of 
the story or poetry will communicate to the 
audience. 

• One technique of reading conversation of different 
characters is to turn slightly as if you are the 
character addressing the other person, thus 
providing a visual signal to the audience.  

• Breathe normally and practice relaxing your neck 
and shoulders to rid yourself of nervous tension. 

• If you are nervous, place reminders in your 
manuscript to slow down.  Hold your manuscript 
closer to your body to provide stability and prevent 
‘fluttering paper’. 

 

Focusing Your Writing Goals 
  
As a unique individual, each writer formulates his or her own 

perception of the writing self. We each think of why we are doing what 
we do and dream of results, yet fundamental motivation varies.  Some 
want fame, some money, and others just clarification in words of what 
haunts their minds. 

Writers can be more effective and better satisfied if they know 
where they are going and the options available, as well as the means 
to achieve the dreams. Efforts then can become reality and not 
haunting illusions.  An exercise in self-examination, actually 
stating possibilities and identifying the realistic steps toward achieving 
desired goals can have such benefits as less frustration and less 
wasted time and money.  

Some questions writers at any stage often ask are:  Why should I 
bother?  Who will want to read my work? Will anyone want to publish 
my work?  What are my strengths right now?  How can I learn to be a 
better writer?  

 The answers to these questions are at your fingertips on the 
"communication highway" called the Internet.  Do searches with such 
words as:  Writers, Writing Conferences, Writing Courses, Publishers, 
Literary Agents, Fiction, Mystery Writing, Historical Novels, 
Screenwriting, Stage Plays, Journalism Careers, and Poetry Groups.  

  
 Set one or more long term goals for yourself (1-5 years) as well as 

one or two short-term goals (3-6 months).  Then list underneath each 
goal the tasks that you must perform to accomplish those goals.  Be 
willing to take risks, to challenge yourself, to live the life of 
a passionate writer.   

 Finally, understand that you belong to a community of people who 
understand all that you are experiencing, the Nebraska Writers Guild.  
Fellow members are just an e-mail or phone call away. 

   

 

"Writing with the Anxiety Curve" 
May's NWG On-Line Class 

  
The second on-line 2010 class will be "Writing with the Anxiety Curve".  Registration will begin March 1 when information is posted to the NWG 

website. The eight lessons will begin posting to participants on May 3.  Members can register for $20, and the cost to non-members is $30. Instructor 
Sally Walker has presented this class through a number of other on-line venues and now offers it to NWG members.  

What does this course address?  Living Creatures survive because they respond to threats to their status quo. Human beings have the capacity to 
reason how they need to respond by considering the potential consequences of their choices. Stress causes many degrees of anxiety according to the 
person's awareness of those consequences. Thus human beings function somewhere on "The Anxiety Curve" with uncaring Apathy at one end and 
totally thoughtless Panic at the other.  

On a day-in, day-out basis, normal humans swing from one side of the curve to the other, never lingering, always seeking balance that has been 
disrupted by change. But the magic of good storytelling is that the writer can really disrupt the balance and challenge the character. The response to that 
challenge is the story. From fundamentals to plotting to character profiling, Sally will walk you through applications of anxiety concepts in your 
storytelling.   
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Long-time Member Gone 
Long-time Guild member Shirley Lueth has died.  Her obituary appeared in the 

Grand Island newspaper earlier this month.  She was best known for her nationally 
syndicated humor column Prayer and Peanut Butter, and her book by the same 
name.  

  
Other books Shirley authored: I Didn't Plan to be a Witch and Bubble, Bubble, 

Toil and Trouble both published by Avon, as well as Watch Out, I'm Peeking 
in Your Window put out by Lueth Publising, the company owned by Shirley and her 
husband Leon. 

 


